
NEW  ZEALAND.

I S I M O   PRIM0

 REGINE.
No. 29.

ANALYSIS.

Title. 26. No application receivable outside of Land
1. Short Title. Office.
2. Division into part. 27. Form of application.
3. Repeals                                                                       28. Applications to purchase lands upon runs to
4. Interpretation. be advertised.
5. Definition of demesne lands and Crown lands.   29. Land Boards sole judges of fulfilment of con-

G E N E R A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N . ditions in occupation licenses.

6.  Minister of Lands. A P P E A L S  F R O M  L A N D  B O A R D S .
7. To perform functions of Secretary of Crown

L a n d s .
30.   Hearing    provided.

8. Land districts constituted. 
31. Appeal to Judge of Supreme Court.

9. Commissioners of Crown Lands and Receivers 32. Appeal to be on case stated.

of Land Revenue. 33. Questions of law may be submitted to Judge,

10. Member and Chairman of Land Board.
34. Judges may frame regulations for appeals.

11. Powers and duties of Commissioners. 35. No appeal connected with title of the Crown.

12. May prosecute or defend Crown suits, &c. C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  A R B I T R A T I O N .
13. In Crown suits, burden of proof on defendant.
14. Decrees therein shall bind Crown.

36. Claims for compensation determined by Public
Works Act.

15. Costs may be recovered.
16. In questions of boundary, Court may refer to

37. References to arbitration.

surveyors. PART II.
17. Rangers of Crown lands. SALES AND AUCTIONS-CLASSIFICATION.

PART I. 38. Classification of Crown lands.
LAND  B O A R D S  :  T H E I R  P O W E R S  A N D  F U N C T I O N S .

39. Board to classify lands.

18. Land Boards  established.
40. Survey and form of allotments.

19. Existing Boards constituted the first Boards   AUCTIONS OF TOWN  AND SUBURBAN LANDS.
under Act. Oath.

20. Vacancies in Board. 
41. Town and suburban lands to be sold at auction.

21. Every Board to have same powers. 
Minimum prices.

22. Commissioner not personally liable.
42. Notice of time, place, and upset price to be

23. Payment of Commissioners.  No disqualifi-
published.

43. Terms of payment.

24. Governor may establish local districts and Land
tion.                                             44. After auction, lands not necessarily sold by

Offices.
private contract.

25. Conduct of business. Meetings of Board.
45. Foregoing provisions to apply to all auction

Adjournements.  Special Meetings. (2 )
sales.

Chairman of Board ex officio. Absence of 
R U R A L  L A N D S .

Chairman.  (3.) Questions decided by 46. Rural lands sold in manner directed in Ap-

majority. (4.) Quorum. (5.) Land busi- pendix. Certain provisions of former Acts

ness by Board. (6.) Ordinary business by               amended and continued in force.

Chief Commissioner. (7.) Disputes settled 47. Payment of purchase-money.

by Board. (8.) Appeals. (9.) Minutes to L A N D S  W I T H D R A W N  F R O M  S A L E .
be kept. (10.) And other records. (11.)
Rents, &c., paid to the Receiver of Land

48 Board may withdraw lands from sale, subject

Revenue.  (12.) Board may charge fees for
 to reversal by Governor.

decision of disputed questions.  (13.)
Forms of leases, &c., to be approved by

LEASE OR SALE OF LANDS OF SPECIAL VALUE.

49. Board may sell or lease lands of special value.
Board, and signed by Chief Commissioner.
(14.) Fees on leases, &c.  Deposists thereof. E X T O R T I O N  P R E V E N T I O N .

(15.) Renewals may be made by indorse- 50. Proposing to take money for abstaining from
ment. bidding, misdemeanour.
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51. Actual receipt of money therefor, mis-
demeanour.

52. Extorted money recoverable.

PART I I I .
LAND ON DEFERRED PAYMENTS.

53. Power to set aside lands to be sold on deferred
payment.

5 4 . Form of applications. If several applicants,
land to go to auction.

55.  Deposits to be made on application.  Further
deposit of proportion of auction price.                         without  warrant.

56. Alphabetical register of selectors.
57. Maximum of land to be selected.
58. One-half of price to be added.
59. One-third of price of any block of land so

disposed of shall be handed over to County
Council or Road Board.

60. Who may be selectors. No re-selection.
61. Disqualifications.
62. Statutory declaration to be made of bona fide

application  . Penalty for false declaration.
63. Conditions of license, and terms to be ob-        gazetted.

served : (1.) Term of license. (2.) License
fees payable half-yearly in advance. (3.)
Deposit to count for half-year’s license
fees. (4.)) Personal residence imperative.
Exemption.  (5.) First y ear one-twentieth
land to be cultivated. (6.) Second year
another one-twentieth. (7.) One-fifth of
land to be cultivated within four years.
(8.) Improvements equal to $1 per acre of
land to be made within six years. (9.)
After six years, if conditions fulfilled, may
obtain grant (10.) For breach of license,
all rights forfeited. (11.) Rights against
trespassers.

100. Minimum rate at which estimate of capacity
to be calculated.

101. Appeal may be had if either party dissatisfied.
102. Application to Judge to allow appeal.
103. On leave given, matter on appeal referred to

arbitrators.

64. Where selectors intermarry, occupation of one
allotment sufficient.

104. Arbitrators may examine on oath.
105. Arbitrators to fix rent of run.
106. Arbitrators may award costs of appeal.
107. Substitution of arbitrators in case of death, &c.
108. Board may increase estimate of rent.
109. Similar appeal as in former case.
110. Present runholders may elect to hold under

assessments.
!

65. Transfer of interest by selector. Fee of one
pound on transfer.

i

/ :

66. Executors same power within twelve months.
67. Interest of selector not liable for his debts.
68. Reports on fulfilment of conditions of license.
69. Procedure for recovery of possession in case of

breach of conditions.
70. On forfeiture, warrant to issue for obtaining

possession.

111. Licenses may be forfeited.
112. Pre-emptive  rights to cease on 1st May, 1880.
113. Fencing, buildings, and other improvements,

may be removed on termination of lease.

71. After recovery, land with improvements sold.
by auction.

72. Application of proceeds.
73.  Condition upon issue of grant.
74. Holders of agricultural leases may exchange

for lease on deferred payments.

PASTORAL LANDS MAY BE SOLD ON DEFERRED
PAYMENTS.

75. Lands to be classified as agricultural and pas-
toral respectively.

76. Power to set aside lands. Proviso,
77. Public auctions ; price 20s. per acre.
78. Size of allotments.
79. One allotment may be purchased.
80. Register to be kept.
81. Who may purchase.
82. Disqualifications.
83. Statutory declaration to be made of bone fides.

Penalty for false declaration.
84. Deposits to be made.
85. Conditions of license, and terms to be observed

(1.) License to endure for fifteen years. (2.)
License fees payable half-yearly in advance.
(3.) Deposit to count for half-year’s license
fees. (4.) Personal residence imperative, ex-
cept for a term of three months in any year.
(5.) After ten years, if conditions fulfilled,
may obtain grant. (6.) For breach of license
all rights forfeited. Previous sections of Act
to apply.

PART IV.
LICENSES FOR CUTTING TIMBER, FLAX, AND

OTHER PURPOSES.
86. Occupation licenses may be granted.
87. Board to limit area, and annual fee.
88. Disputes decided by Board.
89. Penalty on unlicensed persons.
90. Occupation licenses may be granted provisionally.

PART V.
FORESTS.

91. Governor may declare forests to be forests
under Act.

92. Governor may appoint Conservators.
93. By-laws. By-laws may apply to forests gene-

rally, or to one or more in particular.  Penal-
ties may be imposed.

94. Proof of by-law.
95. Forfeiture of lease, &c.
96.  Conservators, &c., may apprehend offenders

97. Persons found on proclaimed land in possession
of timber, not accounting for possession,
liable to apprehension and penalty.

PART VI.
LANDS HELD FOR PASTORAL PURPOSES.

IN REGARD TO RUNS  WITHIN CANTERBURY.

98. Rent of runs assessed on carrying capacity.
99. Carrying capacity to be ascertained and

IN REGARD TO RUNS WITHIN OTAGO.

114. On expiration of license or lease, Board to deter-
mine how lands so held shall be dealt with.

115. Licenses on renewal to be put up to auction.
116. If present occupant not purchaser, existing

improvements to be valued.
117. Amount paid therefor to be handed to late

occupant. No claim for improvements to be
made against Crown.

118. Within Otago and Southland, leases terminat-
ing after 1st July to be extended to following
March.

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO RUNS.

119. Existing leases on expiry to be sold at auction.
Also leases of unoccupied lands. Runs
limited.

120. Rent to be advertised before sale.
121. Term for ten years, subject to twelve months

notice.
122. First year's  rent to be paid in advance.
123. Date of license. Rent for intermediate period

between purchase and license.
124. If no bidders, rent may be reduced and again

offered.
125. Rights granted by pasturage license.
126. License may be transferred.
127. Conditions to be contained in license.
128. On violation of conditions, license may be be

revoked.
129. Runs may be subdivided.
130. Where runs are diminished by Board, rent to

be abated.
131. Licensee may purchase land on run for home-

stead.
132. Certain lands may be excluded from applica-

tion for license.
133. Board may refuse application, and refund

money.
134. Rent payable half-yearly in advance.
135. Rent recoverable by distress on order of Com-

missioner.
136. Penalty on occupier in arrear of rent.
137. Run forfeited if rent three months in arrear.
138. Disputes as to boundariesof adjoining runs

settled by arbitration.
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139. Arbitrators to mark boundaries on the ground.
140. Board may have runs surveyed to ascertain

area.
141. Runholders not  entitled to compensation if

Act altered or repealed.

RESTING-PLACES FOR TRAVELLING  STOCK.
142. Travelling stock may depasture for twenty-

four hours on unsold Crown lands.
143. Persons travelling with stock deviating from

road, to give notice to runholder before
entering on the run.

PART VII.
RESERVES, ETC.

144. Governor may make reserves.  Temporarily in
first instance.

145. After interval, land may be permanently re-
served.

146. Reserves may be granted in trust.
147. Endowment reserves to be sanctioned by

Parliament.
148. Governor may change purpose of reserve.
149. License to occupy reserved.
150. Survey to be made before license granted.
151. Land in license may be taken for roads.
152. Errors of description may be amended.
153. Land discharged from reservation may be sold

after three months notice.

PART VIII .
MISCELLANEOUS. Schedule of Acts, Ordinances, and Land Regula-

SALE OF LAND WITHIN MINING DISTRICTS. tions repealed.

154. Sale of land within mining districts. Saving as
to right to watercourses.

UNSOLD LANDS OCCUPIED AND  IMPROVED.
155. In certain cases of unsold lands, value of im-

provements to be added to upset price.

MINERALS ON   LANDS.

156. Licenses over mineral lands may be cancelled.
157. Compensation in certain cases.

LEASES OF MINERAL LANDS.

158. Leases of mineral lands outside gold fields
may be granted by Board.

WATER-RACES, ETC.

159. Powers of Governor in respect to water-races
may outside of mining districts be exercised
by Board.

ROADS, STREETS, ETC.

160.   Reservations for roads.
161. Governor may proclaim town and suburban

lands, roads, &c.,  dedicated.
162. Governor may exchange lands for roads.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS.

163. Appraisers to make declaration in all cases.
164. Outlying pieces of land may be sold to ad-

jacent owners at valuation.
165. Penalty for unlawful occupation of Crown

lands.
166. Removing boundary mark, misdemeanour.
167. Governor may withdraw any land from sale

or lease.
168. Governor may make regulations for manage-

ment of reserves, domains, &c.
169. Governor  may make general regulations as to

surveys, boundaries, forms of leases, &c.
170. Powers of Governor may be delegated. Ex-

ceptions.
171. Convictions not to be quashed for want of

form. No certiorari.
172. Respondent to be Minister of Lands.

SCHEDULE.

APPENDICES.
SALE OF RURAL LANDS WITHIN LAND DISTRICTS.

Appendix A. The Land District of Auckland.
Appendix B. The Land District of Taranaki.
Appendix C. The Land District of Hawke’s Bay.
Appendix D. The Land District of Wellington.
Appendix E. The Land District of Nelson.
Appendix F. The Land District of Marlborough.
Appendix G. The Land District of Canterbury.
Appendix H. The Land District of Otago.
Appendix K. The Land District of Southland.
Appendix L. The Land District of Westland.

AN ACT to regulate the Sale or other Disposal of the Title.

Lands of the Crown in New Zealand.
[ 10th December,  18 77.]

BE IT  ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows :-
1. The Short Title of this Act shall be “ The Land Act, 1877,”   Short  Title.

and it shall come into operation on the first day of January, in the
year one thousand eight hundred- and seventy-eight.

2. This Act is divided into eight Parts, relating to the several     Division  into  parts.
subject-matters following :-

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.
PART I.-Land Boards.
PART II.-Sales and Auctions.
PART  III.-Land on Deferred Payments.
PART IV.-Timber and other Licenses.
PART V.-Forests.
PART VI.-Lands held for Pastoral Purposes.
PART  VII.-Reserves, &c.
PART VIII-Miscellaneous.
APPENDICES.
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UNSOLD LANDS OCCUPIED AND IMPROVED.

In  certain cases of

~$~~~~~~~~~~
155. Whenever improvements have been made on any section the

value of which should in the opinion of the Land Board be secured
be   added   to   upset
price. 

to the occupant of such section, it shall be lawful for the Board,
on its   recommendation   to   that   effect   having   been   approved   in   such
case   by   the   Governor,   to   add  to  the  upset  price  of  such  section  the
value of such improvements, to be ascertained in such manner as shall
be decided by the Board, with such approval as aforesaid, in which
case, should the occupant become the purchaser, it shall not be
necessary for him to pay the value so ascertained ; but the same shall
be allowed to him as if paid, and if any other person become the
purchaser the amount of such value shall be paid over to the occupant
by the Receiver of Land Revenue.

158. Allpowers of the Governor to grant mineral leases orLeases  of  mined
lands outside goldfields maylicenses of land containing or supposed to contain minerals other than
be granted by Board. gold, under the provisions of any Act relating to mining, may, in

MINERALS ON LANDS.

156. When any mineral, metal, or valuable stone has been or
shall be discovered on any Crown lands held under license or lease for
pastoral or agricultural purposes, it shall be lawful for the Governor
at any time to cancel the license or lease over any such lands, and
over such areas adjacent thereto as may from time to time be re-
quired for the proper working of the mines or for granting access
thereto.

157.  The lessee or licensee, in case he is entitled to compensa-
tion  under the provisions of any Act hereby repealed, shall be entitled
to have the same assessed in manner provided by Part III. of “The
Public Works Act, 1876,” but such compensation shall not exceed
what he is entitled to under any enactment by this Act repealed.

No lessee or licensee, holding a lease or license for pastoral or
agricultural purposes granted under this Act, shall be entitled to
any compensation in respect of any land whereof the lease or license
is cancelled as hereinbefore provided.

LEASES OF MINERAL  LANDS.

respect of Crown lands outside of  mining  districts, but subject to the
conditions  contained in such Mining Acts respectively, be exercised
by any Land Board.

WATER-RACES, ETC.

159.  All powers of the Governor to grant licenses for the con-
struction of water-races, and for the diversion of water, under the
provisions of any Act relating to mining, may, subject to the con-
ditions in such Acts contained, be exercised by any Land Board in
respect of any lands outside of mining districts.

ROADS, STREETS, ETC.

160.  The Crown shall have the right to take all necessary roads
through any unsurveyed rural or pastoral lands after any sale or other
disposal thereof, at any time previous to the survey of the same, with-
out paying compensation for the land taken for any such roads.  But
after any rural or pastoral lands have been surveyed and sold, the right
of taking necessary roads through any such lands may only be exer-
cised within five years after survey of the said lands, and on the pay-
ment by the Crown for any land taken for such roads of an amount
equal to twice the amount paid by the original purchaser from the
Crown for the land so taken.
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161. The Governor, by notice in the Gazette, may from time to  Governor  may  pro-
time proclaim as a street or road, or as town or suburban lands, any $~~~~~S~;~;$~
portion or portions of Crown lands, and such town or suburban lands   &c.,    dedicated.
shall be sold by auction in the manner herein provided for the sale
of town and suburban lands, and the lands upon which such street
or road shall have been proclaimed shall be and be deemed to be
thenceforward dedicated to the public.

162. When the course of any road has been or is hereafter altered Governor  may  exchange
or is about to be altered, if the owner  of the land over which the road ange lands for roads.
in its altered state passes or is intended to pass be willing to exchange
such land or any part of it for the land traversed by such road in its
former or its then present state, or for any part thereof, the Governor
may, upon such terms as are mutually agreed on, accept such ex-
change, and may execute the proper grants or conveyances accordingly :
And the Governor may do all things necessary in or towards the com-
pletion of any arrangement at any time heretofore made by competent
authority in respect of the deviation of the course of any such road.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS.
163. Before any appraiser enters into the consideration of any ;~~~Ii;;;~;;~~

matters referred to him under this Act, he shall in the presence of a
Justice make and subscribe the following declaration, that is to say,- cases .

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely declare that I have
no interest either directly or indirectly in the matter of [Here
state] and that I will faithfully and honestly and to the best
of my skill and ability make the appraisement and valuation
required under the provisions of  “The Land Act, 1877,” and
I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the
same to be true, and by virtue of an Act of the General
Assembly of New Zealand intituled “The Justices of the
Peace Act,  1866.”

164. In cases in which there may be no convenient way of access               Outlying   pieces   of
to any portion of the Crown land, or in which any portion of Crown ~$&;{Ob;~:!aO~
lands may be insufficient in area for public sale, or in which a portion valuation.
of Crown land may lie between land already granted and a street  or
road which forms or should form the way of approach to such
granted land, or in any other cases of a like kind, the Board may
sell such lands to the holder or holders of adjacent lands without
competition, and at a price to be determined by an appraiser to be
appointed by the Board : Provided always that no such land shall be
sold at a less price than two pounds an acre.

165.  If any person be found in unauthorized occupation of any Penalty   for   unlawful
Crown lands, or shall knowingly and wilfully depasture, without ;$ctlen  of   Crown
authority in that behalf, any cattle or sheep on any such land, he shall
be liable on conviction thereof to the penalties following, that is to say,
for the first offence,  a sum not exceeding five pounds ; for the second
offence after an interval of fourteen days from the date of the previous
conviction, a sum not exceeding twenty pounds ; and for any subsequent
offence  after a like interval, a sum not exceeding fifty pounds.  But no
proceedings to recover any such penalty may be taken except by some
person authorized in that behalf by the Governor or the Board.

166.  If any person shall wilfully obliterate, remove, or deface  Removing  boundary
any boundary mark which may have been made or erected by or under  mark,  misdemeanour.
the direction of any authorized surveyor, or by any officer of any Land
Board, or of any arbitrator as to boundaries, he shall be  guilty of a
misdemeanour.


