
[HOUSE.]        Deaths  by  Drowning           [June  30

y;;; PUNISHMENT OF HIGH TREASON BILL.
The SPEAKER informed the House that he

regard had received a message from the Legisla-

io have
tive  Council   agreeing   to  the   amendments  proposed
by  His  Excellency the Governor  in  the  Punishment

t$t of High Treason Bill.

Pment DEATHS  BY  DROWNING.
of the
of the

Mr. STAFFORD moved,  For a return of the
names of all persons who have been drowned in

ement. each year from the  1st  January,  1840,  to the
ler the present  date,  in any   river  or  stream  in  New  Zealand,
tdjust- giving the  name of any such river or stream
mnent stream and of the Province in which it is situated.
mtewr situated.  He was aware that,  should the House
I their concur   in   the   motion,   no   compete   return   could 
t” bo possibly    be  made.   The  subject  was  a  very melan-

choly            one,             as               he believed honorable mem-
sdsica bers would admit when they   contemplated   the
oppo?- long   list   of   names   comprising    some   of   their

most  energetic  and  enterprising  settlers    who
nntion had lost their lives by drowning. He trusted,
!hat on the assumption that the House would order

the  return  to  be  made  that  the  Government

sons  had  perished  as  to  where there was    not
sufficient information to  enable inquests  to  be

.osdity, held. On  the West Coast  it  was  notorious  that
I
IO vovy

many persons had  been  drowned,  of  whose  death
there  was  no  official  record  whatever, and  whose

11y was very  names  had  not  been ascertained.    The  same
:msiou thing  existed  he  believed,  with  reference  to  the
o River Waikato.    He    knew that on the West

Coast many persons had been drowned whose
bodies were many months afterwards  found  and

:xIsli””
Z”Ford)

were  unable  to  be  recognized. He   trusted, there-

:h  cir-
fore, that some  effort  outside the ordinary  official
mode of obtaining information would be made to

;&la- arrive  at  an  approximate  estimate  of  the deaths
by  drowning  which were  not  officially recorded.

:h His object for moving  for the return  was  to  call
ovcrn- the attention of the House and the country to the
“6 necessity   of   applying   a   little   more attention   and
,cr a  little  more  money  towards  bridging  dangerous

 streams than had hitherto been applied.
3” t,lLe They  had spent very large    sums   of   money,  he
3 have would not say now whether wisely or unwisely,  in
t  wcrc
zght it

certain  directions,  which had not contributed very
largely towards the settlement of  the interior of

~imuld
have  been  expected, that mainly the whole  of  the
population   might   be  represented  to  be  sitting  upon
the edge of a saucer as it were, -  a fringe
along  the  sea  coast ,  while millions of acres

2 or available in the interior for the settlement of
families, were at the present moment inaccessible

great   deliberation   was  necessary   before   any   large 
works  could prudently  be attempted in connection
with them.  That observation particularly applied
to the rivers of the Middle sland  which wereI

ooasta
fuel  I
which
stion.

rivers,  and  were almost impossible   to  be  restrain-
ed permanently in any particular course,
and devastated, - for  a distance of frequently two

steps  should be  taken  to  prevent,  in future, that Mel
lamentable  loss  of  life  which had occurred  in r&urn
New Zealand for want  of  bridges. 1

Mr.  Fox  said  that  the Government  of  course Jnmm
would  be  very  glad  to  give  any  information  on  the from
subject,  but  he  was  afraid  that the  return  extended
over  such  a  long  period,  and involved many dis-

(M; :

tricts   in   which   there   were probably no Govern- I,“,,,‘,
ment  officials  of  any  sort,  that  it  would  be  ex- “mm,
tremely  difficult   to  get  anything  like an approximate tbnt  t!
return.  He would  however  take  an  early  oppor- li”” 0
tunity  of communicating  with the  Registrar-General m”ti”
who no doubt had his attention directed con- t
stantly to the subject of inquests and he had no dovck
doubt   that   between that officer and the Coroner,
they  would  be  able  to  get  a  tolerably  approximate

“f pr”
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return.    What could   be   done   in   the  matter   would 11” bn
be done. WhOl”

Motion agreed  to. Iuprno
“Lhor

COAL  IMPORTATION. ilhsuri
Mr. STAFFORD. In moving the motion  stand


